
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 24, 2011 
Title:  The Power of the Gospel 
Text:  Colossians 1:3-8 
Theme: The gospel is the theme of the Story.  We bring the gospel and are thankful to 

God for its inherent power. 
 
Introduction:  
Paul gives thanks to God for the impact the gospel had/has on the people of Colossae and for 
Epaphras, who brought them the gospel,. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
Our opening paragraph is part of a larger picture including his petition for the Colossians and 
his praise of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the power of the gospel. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose the gospel. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of accepting and resting in the 

gospel. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Note Paul’s Gratitude (vv. 3-5a) 
 
What is Paul doing?  Our paragraph begins with the primary verb of thanksgiving.  It is our 
English word Eucharist.  In English, the word represents the Lord’s Supper as it is used in 
Matthew 26:27.  The Eucharist is the celebration of God’s work on Calvary.  Because of this 
celebration of God’s provision, there is to be a heart-felt response of thanksgiving. 
 
Paul uses the Greek word six times in Colossians, three times as a verb (Col. 1:3, 12; 3:17), 
twice as a verbal noun (Col. 2:7; 4:2) and once as a noun (Col. 3:15).  In looking at the 
occurrences, several interesting thoughts come out. 
 

A. When are we to be thankful? 
 

1. Our prayer is to be marked by thanksgiving (Col. 1:3, 4; 4:2). 
2. Our patience and longsuffering is to be marked by thanksgiving (Col. 

1:12). 
3. Our perseverance is to be marked by thanksgiving (Col. 2:6, 7). 
4. Our path is to be marked by thanksgiving (Col. 3:15, 17 [‘whatsoever you 

do’]). 
 
Thanksgiving is to be the mark of the true believer.  For what can you be thankful?  Are you 
thankful for your husband, for your wife, for your children, for your job, for your victories, for 
your sorrow and heartache?  Are you thankful?  Some might argue that we are to give thanks 
in all things but not for all things.  However, please note Ephesians 5:20. 
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“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20). 

 
Paul uses the small preposition huper.  Here it takes the meaning of “for, for the sake of, in 
behalf of.”  The ability to give thanks because of an event, object or individual is the sign of a 
person who is Spirit controlled.  In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 Paul uses a different preposition. 
 

“in every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you”  
(1 Thess. 5:18). 

 
Here he says “in” everything.  Here the preposition is en.  With the preposition en, it can mean 
either location or instrument.  If it means location, it can suggest that while in the midst of the 
event you are giving thanks, but not necessarily for the event.   
 
Why can we be thankful for and in all things?  Because God is in control; His Sovereignty and 
our thankfulness work in tandem (Rom. 8:28).  The giving of thanks by the creature to His 
Creator is biblical praise.  It is a form of worship. 
 
If it means instrument, it can suggest that by means of the event you can give thanks.  Either 
way it is a powerful statement assuring us that at no time are we to be anything but filled with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Paul uses the plural “we.”  “It is also possible that the plural ‘we give thanks whenever we 
pray’ may draw attention to the regular gathering together for prayer by Paul and his 
colleagues to give thanks to God for the Colossians Christians.”1  
 
There is a reason why we call you to prayer before the morning worship service, before 
GLORIA, and in the Life Group.  Let there be a “we” in our prayer life. 
 
 B. Why are we to be thankful? 

 
1. Because of the salvation of other believers (Col. 1:3, 4) 

 
“The basis for Paul’s thanksgiving is expressed by means of this causal clause.”2   
 

2. Because of our own salvation (Col. 1:12). 
 

C. What does thankfulness enable us to do? 
 

a. Thankfulness enables us to abound in our walk in him (Col. 2:6, 7). 
 

Remember the small preposition en?  Well it is used here in the instrumental sense.  By means 
of thanksgiving, we can be abounding in our walk in Him. 
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2. Thankfulness enables us to abound in our work for him (col. 3:17). 
 
If our work is marked by a joyful gratitude, if it is something we want to do and we do it 
cheerfully, then we will abound in our work for Him. 
 

3. Thankfulness enables us to abound in watching with him (Col. 4:2). 
 
We will not resent the fact that we have to pray, if our prayer is punctuated by thanksgiving. 
 
Paul then uses two participles to answer the questions how is he doing it and why is he doing 
it. 
 

D. To whom does Paul give thanks (v. 3a)? 
 
“The apostle does not congratulate the Colossians.  Instead he directs his prayer of 
thanksgiving to ‘God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.’”3   
 
“Paul expressed his gratitude to God in words that may have been used in early Christian 
worship but by omitting the article before [patri] he stressed that the God to whom 
thanksgiving was offered is the one whom Jesus reveals to us in his character as Father (1:2, 3, 
12; 3:17).”4  
 
“Perhaps, in a letter that elevates Christ, Paul wants at the outset to anchor the person of 
Christ firmly to God the Father.”5   

 
E. How is Paul doing it?  (v. 3b) 

 
Paul’s thanksgiving was taking place in the arena of prayer.  Any time we offer up 
thanksgiving for anything to God, we are praying to Him.  All thanksgiving to God is prayer. 
 

8 “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world.  9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in 
the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my 
prayers” (Rom. 1:8, 9). 
 
3 “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 Always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making request with joy” (Phil. 1:3, 4). 
 
“Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers” (Eph. 1:16). 
 
“We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers”      
(1 Thess. 1:2). 
 
“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men” (1 Tim. 2:1). 
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The giving of thanks to God affirms that from Him, through Him and for Him are all things.  
The giving of thanks acknowledges the truth of Romans 8:18-30 that in abundance and sorrow 
God is having His way.  To give thanks to God is to be abiding in a spirit of prayer. 
 

F. Why is Paul doing it?  (v. 4) 
 
The second participle answers the question, “Why is Paul thankful?”  Initially two reasons are 
given in verse four. 
 

1. Paul was thankful for their faith in Christ Jesus (v. 4) 
 

This speaks of their salvation.  “Faith, as the fundamental means by which God’s grace in 
Christ is appropriated, is naturally put first.”6   
 

2. Paul was thankful for their love for all the saints (v. 4)  
 
This speaks of their sanctification.  These two qualities strike me as the summation of Biblical 
truth.  Do we not see in these two statements the culmination of all Old Testament truth?  We 
are to love God first and as a result of this, to love others.  Is not this the consistent emphasis of 
John in his short epistles (1 John 4:7, 8, 20)? 
 

7 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 By 
this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 
world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:7-11). 
 
19 “We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot 
love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the 
one who loves God should love his brother also” (1 John 4:19-21). 
 

All Biblical truth can be fulfilled in these two statements; First, that we love God and second, 
that we love our fellow man as an outworking of our love for God.  The causation of loving 
God has as its consequence loving His body, the Church.  It is impossible to say you love God 
without also loving His Church. 
 
Verse five gives us the reason (dia) why they have faith in Christ and love for the brethren, 
“because of the hope that is laid up for them in heaven.”  This hope forms for us the 
motivation for belief and love.  This hope causes us to have faith and to have love.  Without 
this future hope, there would be no motivating factor for faith and love to exist or be 
expressed.  What is this hope that forms such a strong motivation for belief and love?  Hope is 
a present comfort that has a future fulfillment.  Paul uses the word two more times in 
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Colossians.  From its occurrences in the epistle, I would suggest that the idea of hope is all that 
is contained in the gospel and its resultant consequences, such as forgiveness, sonship, and 
ultimate glorification. 
 

“for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word 
of the truth of the gospel” (Col. 1:5). 
 
“If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the 
hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister” (Col. 1:23). 
 
“to whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 

 
II. Note Paul’s Gospel (vv. 5b-6) 

 
From the question, “Why was Paul thankful,” there is a statement concerning the gospel.  In 
the next several verses, Paul makes several descriptive declarations concerning the gospel.   
 
First, it is the hope of heaven (v. 5).   
 
“The Colossians Christians are assured that everything contained in their hope is kept for 
them in its right place – in heaven where no power, human or otherwise, can touch it.”7  
 
“While Paul often juxtaposes faith, love, and hope, only here does he make hope the basis for 
love and faith (although Titus 1:1-2 probably presents the ‘hope for eternal life’ as the basis for 
‘faith’ and ‘knowledge’).”8   
 
Why is this important?  In light of the Colossae error it is encouraging that no one and nothing 
can rob from them this hope. 
 
Second, it is the word of truth (v. 5).   
 
Third, it is the fruit of salvation (v. 6a).   
 
“These participles, ‘bearing fruit and increasing,’ which refer to the continuing progress of the 
gospel echo OT language.”9   
 
Salvation is a result or fruit of the gospel, as is love.  If love is not present, then the gospel has 
not born its fruit.  “The gospel doesn’t just produce a new religious experience for those who 
might like such a thing.  It brings about something much greater: nothing less than new 
creation.”10   
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Fourth, it is the grace of God (v. 6b).   
 
We have already noted how the gospel produces the hope.  It also possesses the unique 
attribute of truth.  The gospel rings with authenticity.  Third, the gospel produces within the 
individual the fruit of salvation.  Seven times the word “brings forth fruit” is used in the New 
Testament.  Five times it speaks of bringing forth the fruit of salvation (Matt. 13:23; Mark 4:20; 
Luke 8:15 in the parable of the soils; Romans 7:4; Col. 1:6).  The gospel seed can produce life in 
the heart of the recipient as it is met by the waters of faith.  God’s grace is seen through the 
gospel.  Since the gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, then we must 
come to understand that this is all of grace.  God did what He did not have to do.   
 
A past faith is presently revealed and maintained.  A present love continues into the future 
and a future hope empowers the present with confidence. 
 
“If the key tell-tale sign of that new creation is the love that marks out the Christian 
community, Paul can also speak of the three main features of Christian living: faith, hope and 
love.  They are there in the individual Christian, and in the community, from beginning to end: 
the faith which reaches out to grasp what God offers in King Jesus; the love which binds the 
community together; the hope that looks eagerly forward to the time when God completes 
what he began in Jesus.”11   
 
“Paul has gone out of his way to stress this third element of the triad, hope.  Why this 
emphasis?  It is quite likely that ‘the false teachers at Colossae were intending to rob them (sc. 
the believers) of this aspect of the Christian message, possibly by denying any future 
dimension of Christian salvation’.  If this is so, then it was necessary for the apostle to 
underscore again the nature of their Christian hope, as originally taught by Epaphras.  That 
Paul is stressing what is true over against the false teaching is further suggested by the 
statements about the gospel which immediately follow: it is true, universal, powerfully 
effective and is concerned with God’s grace – phrases which probably contrast the Colossian 
error.”12   
 
“In this opening paragraph Paul begins to set the tone and introduce some of the themes that 
will be expanded in the rest of the letter.  He does not attack the Colossian heresy as such.  
Paul’s positive descriptions of the gospel, the Colossians’ response to it, and Epaphras’ 
ministry all appear to be set over against something that is false.  As the letter unfolds the 
nature of the error becomes more specific and clear.”13   
 

III. Note Paul’s fellow bond-servant (vv. 7, 8) 
 

In verses seven and eight Paul makes a comment concerning Epaphras as being a faithful 
minister of the gospel to them.  He is also noted as one who communicated to Paul their love 
for him. 
 
Epaphras is set apart from the false teachers.  He brings the gospel, the word of truth. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. To whom are you bringing the gospel? 
2. It is not our responsibility to edit the gospel.  We have been charged with its stewardship. 
3. The gospel we’ve received is for everyone, everywhere, at all times; we are to go and tell. 
4. Do you know the gospel? 
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